
LOUGHBOROUGH AREA COMMITTEE

This meeting will be recorded and the sound recording subsequently made available via 
the Council’s website: charnwood.gov.uk/pages/committees

Please also note that under the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 
that other people may film, record, tweet or blog from this meeting.  The use of any 
images or sound recordings is not under the Council’s control.

To: Councillors Bradshaw, Draycott, Hayes, Huddlestone, Smidowicz, Tillotson, Campsall 
(Vice-Chair), Cooper, Forrest, Hachem, Hamilton (Chair), C. Harris, K. Harris, Jukes, 

Mercer, Miah, Morgan, Parsons, Parton and Smith (For attention)

All other members of the Council
(For information)

You are requested to attend the meeting of the Loughborough Area Committee to be held 
in Committee Room 2 - Council Offices on Tuesday, 18th September 2018 at 6.00 pm for 
the following business.

Chief Executive

Southfields
Loughborough

10th September 2018

AGENDA

4.  QUESTIONS UNDER COMMITTEE PROCEDURE 12.8 3 - 4

To deal with the following questions on notice, submitted under Committee 
Procedure 12.8:

4.1 PUBLIC TOILETS IN LOUGHBOROUGH TOWN CENTRE

     Question submitted by John Barton, resident.

Public Document Pack
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4.2 FLORAL HANGING BASKETS IN LOUGHBOROUGH TOWN CENTRE

      Question submitted by John Barton, resident.
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Loughborough Area Committee – 18th September 2018 
 
Questions under committee procedure 12.8 
 
Question 1 
From: John Barton, resident 
 
Can we please have free-of-charge public toilets in Loughborough Town Centre, as 
we used to have before 2010? 
  
Background to this question: At the last committee meeting, you discussed the state 
of Loughborough markets. You lamented the number of empty stalls, and the 
number of empty shops around the town. You talked about a decorative ‘gateway’ to 
the market, but you failed to talk about the one issue that is stopping people 
spending more time in Loughborough town centre, and stopping it from being a 
pleasant shopping venue, namely the exceedingly irritating charges on the public 
toilets. 
 
Response: 
 
The Council continues to maintain 10 toilets across the Borough, with three in 
Loughborough town centre, at a total cost of £78,100. There are also toilets provided 
in some of our Parks and Open Spaces, the toilet in Queens Park is included within 
the town centre toilets. With reduced funding from central government, across all 
services, Councils are being encouraged to achieve full cost recovery of services. 
The 20p charge commenced in 2010, and has not increased since that point in time.  
A Council led consultation at the time asked the public whether they should close or 
charge, the public voted in favour of the nominal charge. With 175,260 users each 
year, the toilets generate approximately £35,000 income which goes towards the 
maintenance of the toilets and employment of staff to clean and secure them.  
 
NOTE: The responsibility for this matter rests with the Cabinet.  The Loughborough 
Area Committee has a consultative role in relation to matters of policy and strategic 
direction which relate to or affect the Loughborough town area. 
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Question 2 
From: John Barton, resident 
 
Why is Loughborough spending so much money on floral hanging baskets if it 
cannot even afford free public toilets? These hanging baskets are so large and 
numerous that they are a road safety hazard. When crossing Jubilee Way in a 
Westerly direction at its junction with Baxter Gate, and at the central reservation 
looking Southward along the North-bound carriageway, the hanging baskets obscure 
the view of traffic for pedestrians. 
 
The response: 
 
Loughborough in Bloom is important to many residents, visitors and local 
businesses. It brings colour and vibrancy to the town. There is strong community 
support for the programme. And the current programme is supported by the Council, 
Loughborough University, local Businesses and around 35 community groups. 
 
The majority of the hanging baskets in the town are funded by local businesses 
through their Business Improvement District levy.  
 
The planting boxes around Jubilee Way are funded through sponsorship by Serco. 
They have been installed with the approval of Leicestershire County Council, acting 
in their capacity as the Highways Authority, and they are satisfied that the presence 
of the boxes and plants does not add any additional risks for pedestrians or drivers. 
 
 
NOTE: The responsibility for this matter rests with the Cabinet.  The Loughborough 
Area Committee has a consultative role in relation to matters of policy and strategic 
direction which relate to or affect the Loughborough town area. 
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